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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 


Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 April 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 9-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 13 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |SI Claim(s) 9-12 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c){J None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTCM13) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) PaP®^ No(s)/iVlail Date. . 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date:?^[l^7^ ^M^Hf V^V^fl ^l^l<^^ M ®' ^ ^^^'^ ' 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claim 13 is withdrawn from furttier consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b), 
as being drawn to a nonelected product, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed 
on 4/4/05. 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of claims 9-1 2 in the reply filed on 4/4/05 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that an examination of both groups 
would not be a burden. This is not found persuasive because a search of the apparatus 
would be adequate without searching a classification for siding panels. The apparatus 
as claimed can be used to form products other than siding panels and the siding panels 
as claimed can be formed by a different apparatus. Therefore the inventions are 
independent, distinct and require separate searches. Furthermore, as stated in the 
restriction requirement, siding panels can be made by hand tools and the apparatus 
claimed is not the only apparatus that can be used to make such panels. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors Is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement filed 2/26/04 has been placed in the 
application file, and most of the information therein has been reviewed, but the 
information referred to therein with respect to Application 09/315,317 has been crossed 
out by the Examiner because the document is not a "Printed Publication", and therefore 
is not proper as prior art because it is not accessible to the public, see MPEP § 2128. 
See also MPEP § 609 H C(1). 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: a) claim 12 
concludes with two periods and must be amended to include only one. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 9 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear what feature contains the 
"longitudinal upper and lower portions integrally connected by a longitudinal 
intermediate portion". It is unclear whether this feature is part of the die, the sheet or 
some other element. 
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Claim 9 is vague and indefinite because "creating a vacuum within the cavities 
while the mold plates are moving on said upper run of said endless conveyor" is a 
process limitation and it is unclear whether the intent is to include a process limitation. 
The Examiner notes that the claims are drawn predominately to an apparatus and only 
structurally limiting limitations may be present. 

Claim 1 1 is vague and indefinite because "for conducting heat quickly from the 
sheet of heated plastics material" is a process limitation and it is unclear whether the 
intent is to include a process limitation. The Examiner notes that the claims are drawn 
predominately to an apparatus and only structurally limiting limitations may be present. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 9-12 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest an apparatus having an endless 
conveyor supporting rigid mold plates; a die for extruding; a guide to bring the extrudate 
to the plates; the mold plates have vacuum passages; and a reciprocating and traveling 
forming plug positioned for successively inserting in undercut cavities. 

References of Interest 

10. 6,635,218 is cited of interest to show the state of the art. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Joseph S. Del Sole whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-11 30. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, Mr. Duane 
Smith can be reached at (571) 272-1166. The official fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 for both 
non-after finals and for after finals. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from the either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on the access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph S. ubi Sole 
June 13, 2005 


